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Events

The 17th Annual Farm Bureau
Foundation Gala will be held on Thurs-
day, June 13th at Pear Tree Estate. This
fundraising event supports the CCFB
Foundation and its programming like
Ag in the Classroom and Scholarships.
This is a ticketed event which sells out
quickly. Call the office, or visit the www.
cctfbfoundation.com/gala to see if tickets
are still available.

Burger Bashes are an event hosted
around Champaign County in various
townships. This is an event that allows for
communities to come together and talk
about all thing agriculture. For the Farm
Bureau, we use these meetings to better
understand the needs of our members. We
will be hosting three this year throughout
the county.

Every year, CCFB host Toolshed
Meetings in the community. This year
they will be on July 24th, but the place
and time are still to be determined. Kevin
Semlow (Executive Director of Govern-
mental Affairs and Commodities) will be
presenting and answering question re-
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Toolshed Meet/ngs
garding what is happening in Springfield.

Mental Health and Mocktails will be
an event from our Women Rooted in Ag
group. Come enjoy tasty mocktails as
Adriene Desutter talks about all things
mental wellness. This event will take
place on June 18th at 6:30pm in the
CCFB auditorium.

On July 9th, delve into the intrica-
cies of contracts, grain marketing, and
soil quality concerns at our informative
gathering designed for both novice and
seasoned landowners. This will be in the
CCFB auditorium at 5:30pm.

As solar and wind farms become
more prevalent, the need for educated
discussion around solar is important.
Therefore, CCFB will host Bill Bodine
(Director of Business and Regulatory
Affairs), Noelle Neff (Assistant Director
of Energy), and Garret Thalgott (Assis-
tant General Council) from Illinois Farm
Bureau to talk about what they have seen
around the state and what to look out for.
This meeting will take place on July 15th
at 6:30PM in the CCFB Auditorium.

Come see CCFB staff at the Sun-
flower Celebrations put on by Clearview
Farms. We will be hosting a “Whatever
Floats your Goat” themed celebration for
the event. There will be goats, root beer
floats, and trivia for all ages. The festival
doesn’t have a date yet as it is dependent
on when the sunflowers bloom but it will
be in late July/august.

We are also working to put together
a meeting for carbon markets. As we
see more and more programs designed
around carbon, we want to make sure our
members have the information they need
to help them capture all of the possible
programs that are out there. Look for this
meeting to happen in mid August.

The Farm Bureau Foundation’s Golf
Outing — Golf FORE Agriculture - will be
held on Thursday, August 1st at the Illini
Orange and Blue Golf Course in Savoy.
Golfers of all skill levels are encouraged
to participate for a fun-filled day on the
golf course! All proceeds support the
Foundation’s programs. Registration will
open soon on the Foundation’s website.

To round off the Summer, we will
again be having the Annual Membership
Appreciation Picnic. This year is will be
at Hudson Farms on August 11th from
4-7pm. We will be having inflatables,
outdoor activities, and more for families
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Prime Timers

of the farm bureau.

Committees

Governmental Affairs meets the
Tuesday After CCFB’s month board
meeting. This summer, those dates are
June 25th, July 23rd, and August 20th at
7:30am. Governmental Affairs commit-
tee is a great place for members to engage
with local, state, and federal government.
We hope to see you there and to hear your
concerns about what is happening around
Champaign County.

Marketing Meetings will be held on
June 27th and August 6th at 6:30pm at
the Champaign County Farm Bureau Au-
ditorium. These meetings are organized
with the intent of bringing local experts
and our farmers together to discuss the
outlook of the farm inputs and crop prices
to come.

Continue Summer at CCFB, page 2
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June
Report

President, Doug Downs

I hope by the time you read this that planting season is well be-
hind you. As I write this (5-15 on a rain delay) I’'m almost wrapped
up but it’s been more of a challenge than I’ve had in several years. If
you remember, back in the April newsletter, I encouraged everyone
to have patience and also stated I’d be the first to not follow my own
advice.......... and I certainly didn’t follow my own advice. Sometimes
it’s not realistic to wait for absolute perfect conditions and this season
proved that. Although I’'m not proud of some of the conditions I planted
in the first week of May, there have been enough little rains to forgive
those sins. If [ had to guess by the looks of the earliest planted crops
in my area, we are off to a great start, where I’'m at.

You will notice, in this issue, that the calendar of events is really
growing for this summer season. CCFB staff has put together and will
be in attendance at several events this summer. There will be a burger
bash near you, tool shed meetings, several informational meetings
with local officials and of course the local fairs.

It should also be mentioned that all of you are welcome to join us
once a month at the governmental affairs morning meeting. This is a
chance for you to interact with local officials and hear what’s going on
from a special guest official. The meeting lasts about 90 minutes and
has breakfast. Make sure to check out the Monday morning emails as
well, as they have the most recent updates. There is something new
almost every week.

Sincerely,
Doug Downs

Summer at CCFB continued from Page 1

CCFB Women’s Committee
Women’s Committee meets every month on the second Monday. This summer
those dates are June 10th, July 8th, and August 12th at 9:30 am. This is a group of
women that come together to stay engaged and give back to the community. Through
community events, monthly meetings, and charitable efforts, the women of the
Women’s committee continue to be a shining star for the Farm Bureau.

Primetimers is a group of people aged 55+ that come together every month in the
CCFB auditorium. They enjoy a presentation, a nice meal, and entertainment from
local groups. Primetimers will meet June 13th, July 11th, and August 8th at 10am.

New to CCFB is a group called AgriLink. This is a business group that is meeting
periodically throughout the year to connect Agribusinesses in and around Champaign
County. Our first meeting occurred on May 9th at Papa Dells. We are in the process
of putting together more events for our agribusinesses.

Women Rooted in Ag is a newer group formed by the need of a women’s group
that is able to come together outside of the typical 9-5. The goal with the group will
remain a community of women rooted in agriculture, offering connection, learning
opportunities and a platform to grow and share experiences. Women across farms,
households, and boardrooms, are paving the way for a better future for farm families
and we want to help them connect with each other.

Young Leaders will be meeting every month throughout the summer as well.
This is a group of people below age 35 that meets for networking, career growth,
and comradery.

Mark your calendars for these events and more to come.

Please reach out to lucas@ccfarmbureau.com for more information on any events
that we have coming this summer or if you would like to hear about any other topics.

Prime Timers Meeting
June 13, 2024

Speaker: Dave Newcomb,
1llinois Fire Service Institute

Entertainment: Chrissy Sparks

$8 per person/Fried Chicken Buffet
*No Walk-Ins*

*Call to reserve your spot by June 10¥
CCFB Office - 217-352-5235

CCFB Calendar of Events

June 2024

June 10 Women’s Committee 9:30 a.m.
June 13 Prime Timers 10 a.m.

June 18 Mocktails & Mental Health 6:30 p.m.
June 20 Full Board 6:30 p.m.
June 25 Governmental Affairs 7:30 a.m.

Women’s Committee

The Champaign County Farm Bureau Women’s

Committee is open to all women interested in agriculture.

Calendar of Events
e June 10 - 9:30a.m. — CCFB Auditorium
Speaker-Emily Harmon, U of IL Extension -
Topic - brain fitness
Lunch will follow at Olive Garden
* June 14 — 9 a.m. — CCFB Auditorium

Sewing committee

Visit myifb.org to see details.
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2024 CCFB Trip Dates, Deadlines & Information

Questions? Call the Champaign County Farm Bureau at 217-352-5235.

\Thursday, June 20, 2024 (Matinee)
Honky Tonk Angels
The Little Theatre On
The Square - Sullivan,
IL

When three gutsy gals from a3l |
different backgrounds take charge § 5 |
of their lives, the decide to follow
their honky tonk dreams to the city of Nashville. Combining 30
classic country tunes (including “Stand By Your Man,” “9 to 5,”
“Harper Valley PTA” and more!) The Honky Tonk Angels is a
hilarious, foot-stomping good time from the creator of Always....
Patsy Cline.

Lunch will be at Yoder’s and is NOT included in the price..

Price Per Person: 395

Deadline to Register or cancel reservation. DEADLINE EX-
TENDED to June 7, 2024

Wednesday, August 14, 2024 (Matinee)

NOTE- Performance Change, Dates & Times remain the
same.

The Bikinis - A New Musical Beach Party!

CIRCA ‘21 Dinner Playhouse - Rock Island, IL
Everyone’s favorite girl group from the sixties, THE BIKINIS

—or “The Jersey Girls,” as they’re affectionately called — are back
together after 20 years, bringing back the sun, fun and all the great
songs they sang down on the boardwalk at the Jersey Shore. THE
BIKINIS relive their heyday and beyond, beginning the summer
of 1964, the night these four inseparable friends won the Belmar
Beach Talent Contest. THE BIKINIS is a nonstop celebration of
song filled with hits such as “It’s In His Kiss,” “Yellow Polka Dot
Bikini,” “Under The Boardwalk,” “I Will Survive,” “It’s Raining
Men,” and many more!

Price Per Person: $120

Deadline to Register or cancel reservation: July 10

JUNE IS

NATIONAL
SAFETY MONTH

Musculoskeletal Disorders
Workplace Impairment
Injury Prevention

Slips, Trips and Falls

ILLINOIS
BUREAU.
Farm. Family. Food."

FOR MORE SAFETY INFORMATION,
CONTACT YOUR COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Thursday, September 26, 2024 (Matinee)
Million Dollar Quartet

Beef & Boards Dinner M Illl""
Theatre - Indianapolis,
IN

On December 4, 1956, an ex-
traordinary twist of fate brought
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, n
Carl Perkins and Elvis Presley
together at Sun Records in Mem-
phis for what would be one of the greatest jam sessions ever. Million
Dollar Quartet bring that legendary December night to life featuring
an incredible score performed live onstage, including: “Blue Suede
Shoes”, “Fever”, “Walk the Line”, “Sixteen Tons”, “Who Do You
Love”, “That’s All Right”, “Folsom Prison Blues”, “Whole Lotta
Shakin’ Goin’ On”, “Hound Dog”.....and more.

Price Per Person: $120

Deadline to Register or cancel reservation: August 23

Wednesday, December 4, 2024 (Matinee)

Miracle on 34th Street
Harmony Theatre -

Hillsboro, IN

A holiday classic from the |
writer of the musical theatre clas-
sic, The Music Man!, and based
on the movie of the same name, Miracle on 34th Street features
a book and score by none other than Meredith Willson. Single
mother, Doris Walker, doesn’t want her six-year-old Susan’s head
filled with romantic notions. Their neighbor, Fred Gailey, tries to
woo Doris by charming Susan and taking her to see Santa Claus
at Macy’s, where Doris works. Doris is not impressed, but when it
turns out that Macy’s Santa may, in fact, be the real Kris Kringle,
a wave of love spreads across New York City that melts even the
most cynical hearts. Filled with humor, spectacle and such beloved
songs as “Pinecones and Hollyberries,” “It’s Beginning to Look
a Lot Like Christmas” and “My State, My Kansas,” this joyous,
heartwarming musical is pure family entertainment, wholesome
without being cloying. Miracle on 34th Street The Musical is the
perfect holiday treat for everyone.

Price Per Person: $120

Deadline to Register or cancel reservation: October 28

BILL BODINE
Director of Business
& Regulatory Affairs
Illinois Farm Bureau

sJULY 15

CHAMPAIGN CFB AUDITORIUM

RSVP
@21 7-352-5235 or @ lucas@ccfarmbureau.com

GARRET THALGOTT
Assistant General Counsel
Illinois Farm Bureau
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THURSDAY  JUNE 13 2024

PEAR TREE ESTATE | 2150 CR 1000 E | CHAMPAIGN, IL 61822

5:30pm
7:00pm | 7:30pm

Mrs. Kaper and Mrs. Adcock wrapped up teaching in the classrooms for
the 2023-2024 school year. They visited over 40 schools with an average www.ccfbfoundation.com/gala | 217-352-5235
of 60 lessons per month, reaching 25,000+ students. Planning and R S ' 5 DN

preparation for next year is in the works to keep students learning about . ) , :
Food, Fibers, and Fuels. Join us for agriculture’s social event of the season!

S = | TR Sponsorship Opportunities Available

Champaign Ag in the Classroom Fresents Need more info on sponsorship opportunities?

Sllmmel' Ag InStltllte 2024 Want to donate a live or silent auction item?

REGISTER ¢ -_— Contact Us! - shannaeccfarmbureau.com

Golf Cart Ralfle

$100/ticket - Only 400 tickets being sold!
WWW.CCFBFOUNDATION.COM/RAFFLE

erwg Pri/ze/

NEW 2023 EZ-GO GOLF CART
STREET LEGAL
PREMIUM FRONT SEAT
UNDER GLOW LED LIGHTING
BLUETOOTH LIGHTE SPEAKER

July 10-12th
Registration:
» Space s limited to 20 5th-12th grade teachers
» Deadline to register is June 21st
» For details and to sign up, www.ccfbfoundation.com/sai

740@41 c/mw// éaruzag
The Ultimate Blackstone Grill Package

36" Grill & Cover - Breakfast & Taco Kit ...and More!
$1,000 VALUE!
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ol BECK TECH

Chic h' ThReADS A BARBECK COMPANY
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Nathan Hubbard

COUNTRY Financial
Agency Manager

Dan Punkay
217-328-0023

Keith Garrett
217-485-3010

Austin Beaty
217-352-2652

Jordan McDaniel
217-352-9817

Barry Karuzis
217-352-4555

Tanna Suits
217-892-4479

Tony Wesselman
217-352-3466

COUNTRY

FINANCIAL.

MW

NerdWallet!

 CORNIRY

Nerd Wallet Recognizes COUNTRY Financial

A huge thank you to @NerdWallet for naming us one of the 6 best home insurance companies for March
2024 and awarding us 5 out of 5 stars!

But what does that mean for you? Let’s start with all the ways you can customize your policy so you get
exactly what you need. We offer Sump Pump Failure/Back-up of Sewer or Drain Coverage® and Identity Theft
Expense & Advocacy Service just to name a few.

Among our clients’favorite add-ons? Our replacement cost coverage. Let’s say the cost to rebuild your
home is more than what your policy limits. Our Additional Replacement Cost** coverage means you’ll be
able to rebuild your home at today’s prices. It’s like inflation protection.

At @COUNTRYFinancial, you can expect more protection, more options and fewer worries.
Want to read the @NerdWallet review? https://www.nerdwallet.com/.../best-homeowners-insurance

* Eligibility requirements may apply.
** Property must meet age and condition requirements, which vary by state.

Country Financial: Best homeowners insurance for using an agent

BEST FOR USING AN AGENT

Country Financial

NerdWallet rating @

3.0 4w h %

Best for those who prefer to have a personal
conversation with an agent when choosing
coverage.

COMPARE MY RATES [

DVERVIEW PROS & CONS WHY WE PICKED IT

L | T s P e P i e e Ve R P e [
Coverage options

About average
® ut averag

Discounts® Great set of discounts

NAIC complaints

® Far fewer than expected

States served: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Washington and Wisconsin.

Company overview: Although Country Financial may offer online quotes to some users, you'll need to speak with a local represen-
tative to buy your policy. That allows homeowners to make sure they have exactly the coverage types and limits they need.

Dawn Babb
217-892-4479

Scott Jdckson
217-359-9335

Tim Bridges
217-586-6170

A
|
Rhonda Wagner

Administrative Assistant
Champaign Agency

Bret Kroencke
217-359-9391

Kolby Jackso.
217-586-5030

Chris Greenwold
217-355-8675

Steve Derry
217-352-2655

Andrew Deedrich
217-359-3941

Tim Osterbur
217-469-2033



Ag for Every Classroom

Free resources use agriculture
to teach core subjects

Last summer, a Chicago teacher told me how excited she was to soil her
undies for her students when the new school year started.

The second-grade teacher and her students buried cotton underwear in the
school courtyard as a “Soil Your Undies” science experiment through Illinois
Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program. Periodically, they dug up the
undies to observe and record decomposition to measure the soil’s health and
microbial activity.

The teacher used agriculture as an avenue to teach science after her atten-
dance at a Summer Agricultural Institute hosted by the Illinois Farm Bureau’s
Ag in the Classroom program. This summer, 40 institutes will take place across
the state, providing pre-K-to-12 teachers an enjoyable, well-spent way to earn
required Professional Development Units while they gain hands-on experi-
ences, receive free teaching materials and take adult field trips to local farms.

The raving reviews of the institutes are no surprise given the nationally
recognized success of Illinois Ag in the Classroom, which provides agricul-
ture-based curriculum resources for free to teachers year-round. Topics of
[linois-grown pumpkins, apples, corn, soybeans, dairy, pork, pollinators and
more serve as the vehicle to teach science, literature, math, STEM and social
studies. In each topic area, students learn about agricultural careers, increasing
awareness of the state’s top employer and the overlooked job opportunities
within the industry. The available curricular resources are relevant to student
life and correlate to Illinois Learning Standards with various delivery options.

My favorites are the two dozen magazines called “Ag Mags” that highlight
a single ag topic with vibrant images and graphics that benefit readers of any
age. Double-sided classroom posters turn from themes of apples to agriculture’s

part in football. Lesson plans have students making ice cream in a bag and
grinding wheat to make flour. Digital resources work well with Chromebooks
or smart boards. Translations in Spanish and French allow materials to reach
more students.

Accessibility to resources gives Illinois Ag in the Classroom its edge. Ma-
terials are free online and through local county Farm Bureaus, which employ
county coordinators to manage distribution of materials and even provide
no-cost, in-classroom presentations. This valuable classroom resource is a
concept to embrace: Let’s use Illinois’ No. 1 industry of agriculture to under-
stand the food, fiber and energy products that impact our lives, explore careers
that surround us and teach core subjects in engaging ways — whether through
pumpkins, pollinators, corn, cows or underwear.

On the farm, soybeans collaborate well with conservation-minded practices
of no-till and cover crops. They add benefits to the soil in a corn-soybean plant-
ing rotation and provide our farm a double-cropping option after July-harvested
wheat within a single growing season. They are pretty cool beans.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her family in west-central Illi-
nois, where they grow corn, soybeans, wheat, hay and cover crops and raise

beef cattle, backyard chickens and farm kids.

June 2024
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Bob Barker, Champaign...... .... Ist Vice-President

Jason Watson, Crittenden .... ...2nd Vice-President

[llinois Dept. of Natural Resources

o Illinois Conservation Foundation

o Champaign County Pheasants Forever
Vermilion County Pheasants Forever

o Gordon Farms Seed Company, Penfield

Casey Hettinger, Philo .........ccccoooiiiiiiiniiiinen, Secretary
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Ayers-Doug Downs; Brown-Mark Hortin; Champaign-Bob
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Birkey; Harwood/Kerr-Josiah Hesterberg; Hensley-Mark
Jones; Ludlow-Matt Schluter; Mahomet-Mike Litchfield;
Newcomb-Craig Anderson; Ogden-Layne Ingrum; Pesotum-
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Greg Knott; Tolono-Jeff Fisher; Urbana- Chandler Bruns;
Marketing-Joe Burke; Prime Timers-Gerald Henry; Women’s

Saturday, June 22, Sunday, June 23, 2024

10:00 a.m.

Middle Fork State Fish and Wildlife Area,
Near Collison, Ill.

« For female and male beginner/novice shooters 10 years of age and older

ILLINOIS

4:00 p.m.

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL
RESOURCES

Committee Co-Chair-Paulette Brock; Women’s Committee
Co-Chair-Ronda Scott

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Hours: Monday — Friday °
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Manager — Bailey Edenburn °

Assistant Manager — Lucas Stark
Communications Director — Lesley Gooding
Administrative Assistant — Debbie Styan
Membership & Outreach Coordinator — Emily Cler
Foundation Director — Kirk Builta
Ag in the Classroom Director — Sarah Kaper
Ag in the Classroom Educator — Julie Adcock

Contact us at (217) 352-5235
www.ccfarmbureau.com

« Instructors certified by IDNR and/or National Sporting Clays Assn.
o 28-gauge shotguns, shells, clay targets, eye and ear protection provided
Lunch provided for registered shooters
Limited to 24 shooters per day. Register for either day.
Access the IDNR clinic calendar and registration forms at:

https://dnr2.illinois.gov/WingshootingClinics
For information, contact Terry Doyle—815-258-8474
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CCFB Members and Staff Busy at Spring Meetings

AGRILINK MEETS FOR ITS FIRST MEETING AT PAPA DEL's PizzA.

INSTEETLARE FOIR

TECHNOLOGY
LAW & POLICY

GEORGETOWN LAW

BROADBAND
PERMITTING
SUMMIT

May 9, 2024
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Room 750

CCFB ManAGer, BaiLey CoNRADY, ATTENDED MEETINGS IN WAsHINGTON, D.C. For THE DC BROADBAND SUMMIT.

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE
RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Submitted by Bonnie Compton

Asparagus Picnic Salad
. . . FARM BUREAU WOMEN INVITE YOU TO:
Ingredlents Directions
« Y cup Olive Oil In a skillet, sauté asparagus in olive oil
« 2 lbs. fresh asparagus, cut into % - 1 until tender crisp, about 4 to 6 minutes. ’/ ’/
el - ’ Sprinkle onion powder and garlic powder MW
Inch preces on top of asparagus and cook 1 —2 more MENTAL HEALTH -
e 2 tbs. garlic powder i
g ' P minutes. Pour over hot pasta and toss to Tuesday, June 18, 2024 | 6:30 p.m.
* 2 tbs. onion powder coat. In a bowl, mix seasoned salt, rose- Champaign CFB Auditorium
« 11b penne, cooked and drained mary, and mayonnaise. Add mayonnaise RSVP REQUIRED by June 7th to 217-352-5235 or
. 2 tbs dried rosemary mixture tO paSta mixture and Stir until in- Emily at emily@ccfarmbureau.com
' gredients are mixed through. Refrigerate Join us for an evening of love and Adrienne DeSutter :
*  2tsp. seasoned salt for 2 hours or until chilled. Serve. laughs as we find ways to seek joy, ﬁfumt:; "ﬁi‘;ﬂi‘fgf’;ﬁ:ﬂpe ‘
° 1 cup mayonnaise S . . Speak We“, and stress better! = £
erving size = - W




